
 1 

    THE 
     LION’S 

TALE 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
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314/832-3588 
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MARCH 2020 
 

St. Mark’s 
Lenten Study 

Entering the Passion 
of Jesus: A Beginner’s 
Guide to Holy Week 

Join us as author, 
professor, and biblical 
scholar Amy-Jill 
Levine explores the 
biblical texts 
surrounding the 

Passion story. She shows us how the text 
raises ethical and spiritual questions for the 
reader, and how we all face risk in our 
Christian experience. 

Six Wednesday Evenings in Lent  
at 7:00 PM in the Proehl Conference Room 
 
March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1, 8  
 
The Book is available for purchase but is not 
necessary to participate in the DVD sessions. 

 

RESOURCES FOR LENT 
 

2020 LENTEN MEDITATIONS   
A free booklet provided by Episcopal Relief & 
Development will be available during Lent at 
the back of church. The Lenten meditations 
this year focus on the spiritual lives of children 
and how children inspire the spiritual lives of 
adults. ERD is committed to helping those 
whom Christ calls the greatest among us, so 
they can better reach their God-given potential 
to learn, grow and thrive. Info provided by ERD 
 
JOIN THE JOURNEY THROUGH LENT  
A poster illustrated by award-winning cartoonist 
Jay Sidebotham, invites spiritual reflection and 
is a wonderful companion for the Lenten 
season.  

Both available at the back of church. 
 

 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
begins on Sunday, March 8th. 
Don’t forget to set your clocks one 
hour ahead. 
 



 Civil Conversations: Gun Violence 
 
On Sunday February 23rd our topic at our Sunday 
Forum was Gun Violence. We opened the conversation 
with the question: Who here has ever shot a gun? More 
than half of the twenty participants raised their hands. 
Some used guns for hunting. Some used guns for target 
shooting. Some used guns for enforcement work. Some 
used guns in the military. Some for protection. 

As varied as these uses are, so, too, are many of the 
opinions on the causes of gun violence in our society and communities. Some wondered why more 
isn’t being done to control the quantity and types of weapons being sold—especially after the mass 
shooting in Newtown, CT where so many young lives perished. Some wondered why when death-
by-gun statistics are published statistics relating to lives saved by those using guns for defensive 
purposes are not included. 

One theme raised as to why the increase in violence has happened and continues to happen has to 
do with the decreasing or full eradication of community resources—especially in less affluent 
communities. Mention was made about community centers being shuttered, school buildings being 
left empty to rot, and nowhere for folks to gather and build community. 

Another theme became evident and that underscores much of the discussion around why the 
increase in violence has to do with the problem of income disparity. The mention of the lack of 
community resources is but one facet of this. Disparity in education, opportunities for employment, 
and the problems that come with substance abuse are all a part of the challenge of income disparity, 
especially in our urban and rural areas. 

Of course, we knew we weren’t having this conversation to find “the solution” to the problem of 
gun violence. But just as with our previous conversations around immigration and health-care 
disparity, we came away understanding that while everyone is not always on the same page, much 
more unites us than divides us in addressing these issues as followers of the Way of Love. 

After the forum, Jerre and I decided to begin looking for resources in order to have a conversation 
around the issue of income disparity. Watch for more details. Additionally, a list of resources was 
given to all participants and one participant has entered into email conversation with The Rev. Dr. 
Marc Smith, Bishop’s Deputy for Gun Violence Prevention, in the Diocese of Missouri.  

Marc has created a 6-part curriculum, Each Other's Keeper: The Church's Response to Violence, 
which is expected to be released through Sewanee in the spring. Marc was gracious to share the gun 
violence chapter and other materials for our use as we continue to explore this issue. He has also 
offered to come and help lead a discussion on this. Watch for more details about this, too. 

As I write this, another mass shooting has taken place—this time in 
Milwaukee. As we enter this Season of Lent, this time of reflection and 
prayer, let us pray for all victims of violence and let us each reflect on 
how and where we might be active agents of peace amid the violence in 
our world. Amen.  

 
 

 
 

Many thanks for all of the 
kind words of comfort and 
condolence upon my sister's 
death from everyone here at 
St. Mark's. Your thoughts and 
prayers were deeply 
appreciated. Mark+ 
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FROM YOUR DEACON . . . 
 
In this season of Lent, our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has invited all Episcopalians and 

people of faith to turn and pray on behalf of our nation.  He has reminded us that in times of great 
national concern and urgency, people of faith have returned to ancient practices of prayer, fasting, 
and repentance leading to action as ways of interceding with God on behalf of their nation and the 
world. He and other Christian leaders, including Evangelical, Roman Catholic, and mainline 
Protestant, have declared that this is such a moment for us in the United States. 

Presiding Bishop Curry stated in a letter to the church: “Our appeal comes during a time of 
profound division and genuine crisis of national character. This is not a matter of party or 
partisanship, but of deep concern for the soul of America. … While we hold diverse political 
affiliations and positions on many issues facing our country, we find common ground in two shared 
convictions: 

 First and foremost, we are committed to Jesus Christ as Lord, and his way of love as our 
primary loyalty. 

 Second, because we love our country, we are concerned about its moral and spiritual health 
and well-being.” 

 
He ended his letter by inviting us to join them in this prayer: 

 
Almighty God … We humbly pray that we may always prove ourselves a people 
mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with honorable industry, 
sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; 
from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion 
into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and 
tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in your Name we entrust the 
authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, 
through obedience to your law, we may show forth your praise among the nations of 
the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of 
trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
In Christ, 
Deacon Jerre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Thursdays @ River’s Edge Social 
 

March 4th @ Noon 
Everyone Welcome! 

Fellowship, Food & Fun 
 

6997 Chippewa Street 
 

Questions: Deacon Jerre 
jebirdsong@att.net 
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WHAT’S COMING UP? 
TUESDAYS 9:30 a.m. Al Anon Meeting in 
Parish Hall 

WEDNESDAYS 8:00 p.m. AA Meeting in 
Parish Hall 

WEDNESDAYS MARCH 4,11,18,25 and April 
1, 8 7:00 pm Lent Book Group (see p.1) 

SUNDAY MARCH 8 TH 1:00 ECW Speaker 

TUESDAY, MARCH 10TH  
~Election Day 
~Vestry Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

THURSDAY MARCH 12 - Al Anon District 
Meeting 6:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY MARCH 14 
~2:00 p.m. St. Patrick's Party at Kasey Paige  
~2:00 p.m. Memorial Service 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22ND - Sunday Forum 
 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTING 
Please see the sign-up sheet in the 
Parish Hall to host Coffee Hour which 
follows the 10:00 service.  
 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN 
For March, the Episcopal Church Women (ECW) will 
be hosting a speaker from Episcopal City Mission on 
Sunday, March 8 at 1 pm. Join us to learn how ECM 
provides support, healing and hope to youth in the 
juvenile justice system. For more information, contact 
Rita Mauchenheimer. 
 

Civil Conversations:  
Sunday Forum 
March 22nd at 11:30 am 
in the Parish Hall 
Our topic will be Income Disparity 
 

JOIN the Alpine Rail Travel Club to 
Springfield IL Lincoln Sites 

Friday, May 15th Day Trip Bus Charter from 
Kirkwood - Return by Train on Texas Eagle 

Glacier National Park Montana 
Sept 12 – 19 2020 overnight on the Amtrak Empire 

Builder Super-Liner. All Inclusive Package 
Request a Trip Flyer – Get on the List 

EMAIL cjdoyle9051@gmail.com or 
CALL Chuck Doyle at 314.345.0298 

 
 
 
DAVID HERITAGE MEMORIAL SERVICE 

There will be a memorial service at 2:00 p.m. 
on Saturday March 14th here at St. Mark's.  
A reception will follow in the parish hall. 
 
 

Bishop Transition Update 

Register now for Bishop 
Smith’s farewell 
celebration 
The time has come for the 
people of the Diocese of 
Missouri to say their official 
good-byes to outgoing 
Bishop Wayne Smith.  

The Celebration of the Ministry of Bishop 
George Wayne Smith will be at 11 a.m. on 
March 28. The Eucharist will be at Christ 
Church Cathedral. Following the service, guests 
are invited to a farewell luncheon on the fourth 
floor of the Bishop Tuttle Building at the 
cathedral. To register go to 
http://bishopsmith.eventbrite.com/ and 
enter the password “bishopsmith10.” You’ll 
have the opportunity to register for the service 
and indicate whether you can stay for the 
luncheon. The deadline to register is March 19.  

For more on the Bishop Transition including 
information on registration and watch parties 
for the ordination go to www.diocesemo.org. 
 

ST. PATRICK'S PARTY  
Kasey Paige Assisted 
Living on Saturday, 
March 14th 
Setup at 1:30 pm in the 2nd 
floor Café area, party starts 

at 2 pm. Looking for volunteers interested to 
help setup and serve. We need food 
donations and also your voice to help sing. 
Flyers with more info are at the back on 
church and in the parish house.  
 

VESTRY MEETING Tuesday, March 10th at 
7:00 p.m. in the Proehl Conference Room. 
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Choir Call 
If you enjoy singing but are not able to sing with 
the choir on a regular basis, please consider 
joining us for Holy Week and Easter.  We will 
sing on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday , Good 
Friday , and Easter Sunday .  We welcome 
additional singers for any of these services.  If 
you’re interested, please contact Barbara Raedeke 
(braedeke@aol.com).  
 

FEED MY PEOPLE - Please check the back 
of church for the latest suggested shopping 
list and donation bags. If you would like to 
make a cash/check donation, marked 
envelopes are at the back of church. 
 

ST. MARK'S WINTER SOCKS AND GLOVES 
DRIVE to benefit the Guests of Miss 
Carol's Breakfast 
 Warm Heavy Socks are extremely helpful 

to those out in the cold for long periods of 
time 

 Having clean socks on a Regular Basis can 
be very helpful. Consider a 10 pack of 
white socks. 

 Gloves are also needed. 
 Or you could make a donation to the 

Rector's Discretionary account and we 
shop for you. 

********* 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
April 5  Palm Sunday 
April 9  Maundy Thursday 
April 10 Good Friday 
April 11 Easter Vigil 
April 12 Easter Sunday 
 
For the St. Mark’s Calendar, please visit our 
website www.saintmarks-stl.org and click on 
the calendar tab. 

  
GIFTS FOR:  

LANDSCAPING & EASTER FLOWERS AND  
THE ST. CECELIA MUSIC FUND 

I/we enclose our donation of $___________________for Landscaping & Flowers and/or  
The St. Cecelia Music Fund for St. Mark's Church. 

 
Please list my/our donation as given to the Glory of God and: 

 
In Honor of: _____________________________________________ 

Or 
In Memory of: ____________________________________________ 

Or 
In Thanksgiving for: _______________________________________ 

 
By ______________________________________________________ 

(Please write your name as you wish it to appear in the bulletin.) 

Contributions to the “Landscaping & Flowers Fund” will pay for Altar Flowers/Decorations for 
Easter and enhancements to our landscaping. Parishioners who choose to do so may make a 
donation to “The  St. Cecelia Music Fund” to support special music during our services.  

Please designate my donation to: 
 Landscaping & Easter Flowers 

 St. Cecelia Music Fund 
Please bring this form with your donation to church, or send it to the office by Sunday, April 5. 


