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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
The Rev. Mark A. Kozielec, Rector 

4714 Clifton Ave 
St Louis MO 63109 

314/832-3588 
www.saintmarks-stl.org 

 

DECEMBER 2019 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 
ST. MARK’S 
CHRISTMAS 
PARTY 
Sunday, Dec. 15th 
at 5:00 p.m. 
Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 

Adults - $15.00 
Children ages 5-12 - $8.00 

Come join your friends here at St. 
Mark’s for an evening of Christmas 
cheer. There will be food, fun, games 
and carols. There is a sign up sheet in 
the parish hall for people to let us know 
who is coming. Please list the names and 
ages of children 12 and under who will 
be attending.  

We also are looking for people to help 
with set-up, clean-up, & to donate a 
dessert for the party. A sign up sheet 
for helpers and for bringing desserts is 
also on the bulletin board. Also there is 
a column to check if you have any 
dietary restrictions. 

 

 

 
Sunday, December 22nd 

Hanging of the Greens after the 
10:00 a.m. service. All are invited 

to help. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Tuesday, 

December 24th  
 

5:00 pm - Holy 
Eucharist with Carols.  

10:30 P.M. Music 
for Christmas for 
Organ, Choir and 
Congregation.  
 

10:45 pm – Festival Choral Eucharist  
 

CHRISTMAS DAY  
Wednesday December 25th  
10:00 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist With Carols 



Advent Awareness     (an excerpt from a homily offered Advent I) 

Advent is all about being aware. It’s the big take away from the Gospel reading from 
Matthew for the First Sunday of Advent. Keep awake! Be prepared! “Now is the moment for 
you to wake from sleep!” we hear from St. Paul.  But it’s hard for us to be, and remain, 
aware. It’s hard for us to turn off all that distracts us: smartphones, tablets, podcasts, 
playlists. It’s hard to not focus on career and family and politics and the state of the world or 
the nation, the state and the city.  

What needs to happen in our lives to draw our attention towards what it means to be a 
Christian in this time and place as we follow Jesus on the Way of Love, especially as we 

enter this season of Advent, awaiting the coming of Emmanuel, of God-with-Us?  

Perhaps, as theologian Debbie Thomas argues, we “need to be ‘robbed’” by the thief who comes in the night. 
There is a long tradition of interpretation of the Christian Scriptures whereby the persons of Jesus or God are 
read in place of the characters in the parables and other stories. Shepherd, kings, bridegrooms, pruners, a 
prodigal son’s father—you know all of these and more. And so, what if, as Thomas suggests, Jesus is the thief in 
the night? 

For one thing, if we embrace Jesus-as-thief, then “Jesus isn’t going to come in the guises we expect… if we 
think we know what revelation looks like, if we think we have Jesus all figured out, then we’re in for an 
unpleasant surprise.” More important is the notion of us needing to be robbed. “During Advent,” Thomas offers, 
“we are called to make room for the long-anticipated Christ. To prepare space for the beautiful new life that is 
coming.  But how can we do this if we’re already filled to the rafters? … Maybe Jesus breaks in because our 
valuables have become liabilities, and we need an intruder to sweep in and take what we won’t willingly give 
up.”   

“What are we clinging to that Jesus needs to steal,” Thomas asks. “Our apathy?  Our self-righteousness?  Our 
fears?  Our unforgiveness?  It’s no coincidence that Jesus comes when we’re asleep and vulnerable.  When else 
would we relinquish the false gods we cling to?  How else would we cooperate with the deep work of God in 
our lives?” 

That last question is an essential one: How do we cooperate with the deep work of God in our lives? And maybe 
that is the question we might all spend some time with this season of Advent.  

As we set about to prepare for our celebrations of the coming of the One who is the salvation of the world—as 
we prepare to do all of the things we do to celebrate Christmas—the shopping and wrapping, the cooking and 
baking, the revelry and worship, how might we also prepare our hearts and our lives for this inbreaking of love 
and grace, of mercy and liberation? 

In each of the activities and actions I just mentioned I wonder what it would be like if before we began each one 
we took a moment or two to dedicate it in gratitude to the extravagant love that God offers to each and every 
body. Each and everybody.  

What if during our days of preparation we set aside two or three minutes to close our eyes and focus on our 
breathing and offer up to Jesus those things that we would be more than happy for him to steal? Each day—
every day. 

Jesus implores us: Keep awake! And discover and embrace the deep work of God in your life. Because that deep 
work—that immeasurable love and forgiveness and grace—happens each and every day. Not only in the season 
of Advent. But every day we choose to live aware. And act aware. And love aware. And forgive aware.  

Keep awake! And welcome the One who comes to steal your heart. Amen.   
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THE NEW BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF MISSOURI IS: 
 

At the electing convention for our next (11th) Bishop of the 
Diocese of Missouri, the Rev. Deon Johnson was elected by 
overwhelming majorities in both the lay and clergy orders 
on the first ballot. 
The votes cast: 
Needed to elect: Clergy 35  Lay 48 
 
Stacey Fussel  Clergy: 18  Lay: 8 
Deon Johnson  Clergy: 42  Lay: 71 
George Smith  Clergy:   9  Lay: 16 
 
It was an awesome experience for Ellen Jeffery, Jeanette 
Schoenberg, Karen Watts, Deacon Jerre and I to be a 
part of this historic election. Please pray for Deon, his 
husband Jhovanny and their two children as they begin 
to prepare for their new adventure and ministry in the 
Diocese of Missouri.      Blessings, Mark+ 

The Rev. Deon K. Johnson 
Rector at St. Paul's Episcopal Church,  
Brighton, MI 
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FROM YOUR DEACON … 

ADVENT – a time of waiting, a time of anxious expectation, a time of quiet reflection, self-
examination, penitence, a time of hope.  And all this in the midst of our secular world’s hustle and 
bustle and time of good cheer.  During this time of preparation for the arrival of Jesus, for the coming 
of Christ’s reign, we may even ask the question, “Why?”  Two thousand years ago, in a lakeside desert 
region of the Middle East, why did God come among us as a human being?  Our Presiding Bishop, the 
Most Rev. Michael Curry, answers this why question  -  - 
 
“I am more and more convinced that God came among us in the Person of Jesus of Nazareth to show 
us the way to be reconciled with the God who deeply and passionately loves each and every one of us, 
to be reconciled and right with God and to be reconciled and right with each other as the children of 
that one God who created us.  He came to show us how to get right and how to get reconciled.  He 
came to show us therefore how to become more than simply the human race – that’s not good enough.  
He came to show us how to be more than a collection of individualized self-interests, came to show us 
how to become more than a human race.  He came to show us how to become the human family of 
God.  And in that, my friends, is our hope and our salvation, now and unto the day of eternity.” 
 
Presiding Bishop Curry then calls us to a life of evangelism this Advent.  But he is quick to add that 
evangelism doesn’t have a thing to do with a bigger church – it has everything to do with a better 
world.  Evangelism is not about growing the church, but instead it is about sharing the love we have 
experienced with a hurting world.  This Advent, let us indeed share the love we have we have 
experienced in our hope and salvation with this hurting world.  Let’s show that Episcopal Evangelism 
is not an oxymoron! 
 

In Christ, 
Deacon Jerre 

 

1st Thursdays @ 
River’s Edge Social 

December 5 @ Noon 
Everyone Welcome! 

Fellowship, Food & Fun 
6997 Chippewa Street 

Questions: Deacon Jerre jebirdsong@att.net 
 

The Light of the World 
A Beginner’s Guide to Advent 
Our 2019 Advent Video Series 
Tuesday Dec. 3rd and 17th 
Pot-luck at 6:30 pm    Program at 7:00 pm 
Join us as biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine leads us on an 
Advent journey as we discover how the Gospel narratives 
connect to the Old Testament, with a focus on the role of 
women in 1st century Jewish culture. [There is a 
companion book for those who wish to delve deeper but 
it is not required (and won’t be used as a book study) for 
the two video presentations in December.] 
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WHAT’S COMING UP? 

TUESDAYS 9:30 a.m. Al Anon Meeting in 
Parish Hall 

WEDNESDAYS 8:00 p.m. AA Group in the 
Parish Hall 

THURSDAYS 7:30 p.m. Choir Practice 

TUESDAY, DEC. 3rd 6:30 p.m. "The Light of 
the World" Advent Class (see p. 4) 

TUESDAY DEC. 10TH 7:00 p.m. Vestry 
Meeting 

FRIDAY, DEC. 13TH 6:30 Christmas Light 
Stroll (see this page) 

SATURDAY, DEC. 14TH Kasey Paige Party (see 
p. 6) 

SUNDAY, DEC. 15th ~St. Mark’s Christmas 
Party 5:00 p.m. (see p. 1) 

TUESDAY, DEC. 17 th 6:30 p.m. "The Light of 
the World" Advent Class (see p. 4) 

SUNDAY, DEC. 22nd 11:15 A.M. Hanging of the 
Greens 

TUESDAY, DEC. 24TH & WEDNESDAY DEC. 
25TH Christmas Eve & Christmas Day (see p. 1) 

SUNDAY, DEC. 29 TH Fifth Sunday Brunch and 
A Service of Healing and Wholeness 
 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 

29TH 
10:00 A.M.  

"A Service Of Healing And 
Wholeness" and after the service the 5th 
Sunday Pot Luck Brunch - After the 10:00 
Service. Bring a favorite dish and a favorite 
story about St. Mark's to share! Spend time 
with old friends and get to know someone new! 
 

Prayers for Lighting of Advent Wreaths and 
Prayers for Christmas are at the back of church. 

Communication Survey for 
St. Mark's 

This is a short 10 question survey to 
learn more about what communication 
style works for those of us here at St. 
Mark's. Copies are available at the back 
of church or online at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/C7Z
QD6X 

 

CHOIR CALL 
If you enjoy singing but aren’t able 
to sing with the choir on a regular 
basis, please consider joining us for 
the Christmas season.  We will sing at the 10:30 p.m. 
service on Christmas Eve, and begin rehearsing this 
music on Thursday, December 5 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
choir room. If you’d like to sing with us, please be in 
touch with Barbara Raedeke.  All are welcome! 

  
ST MARK’S CHRISTMAS  
LIGHT STROLL 
On Friday, December 13 
all are invited to meet at 
St Mark’s Parish Hall at 
6:30. We will walk 
together to Candy Cane 
Lane, and along Angel 
Avenue, then back to 

the Parish Hall for Christmas cookies and 
hot chocolate. Dress warmly and bring a 
flashlight! We may even sing a few carols 
as we walk along. The total distance is 
less than a mile. Questions? Contact 
Margaret Hvatum at 314-791-3723. 
 

 

“SLOW DOWN. QUIET. IT’S ADVENT” 
posters are available at the back of 
church to help people celebrate the 

season of Advent at home. 
 

BAKED GOODS 
WE WILL BE taking baked goods to 
the residents of Cooper House at 
Doorways on Friday Dec. 6th at 
11:00 am. If anyone would like to 
contribute, please notify Marti 
Robards 596-6383. 



VESTRY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
October - Discussion on getting the right lights in 
church and parish hall, plaza work, fixtures for 
bathrooms and church front door. Report on bowling 
fundraiser with approx. $3000 net, but with some 
incidentals need to be paid. Consecration Sunday 
details discussed. Ad Hoc Evangelism Committee - 
Group is focusing on the “connect” of ministry and 
working to identify “Who is St. Marks?”. Susan is 
working on putting thoughts into a concise statement 
and Kris is working on website. Jerre continues to 
pursue more education and action involving 
immigration. 
 

November-  Mark reported that Schindler 
determined that the elevator repair is not needed and 
they will be returning our deposit. New shed has 
been installed. Discussion and planning of the St. 
Mark's Christmas Party. Awaiting invoice for the 
electrical work. Ad hoc Growth and Evangelism 
Committee update: Susan reported that the 
committee has met six times. They are submitting 
recommendations to Mark, including a mission 
statement. They are working on the church website 
and new messaging. Kris has prepared a parish 
communication survey. Recommendations for vestry 
nominations are welcome. 
 

COFFEE HOUR  
In the parish hall after the 10:00 a.m. 
service. A new sign up sheet is on the 
bulletin board in the parish hall or you can 
email the parish office.  
 

HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSINGS 
The office will be closed on Tuesday Dec. 24th 
through Thursday Dec. 26 th.. We will close at 
noon on Tuesday Dec. 31st and be closed on 

Wednesday January 1 st.  

OFFICE NEWS 
LION'S TALE and BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS – 
Please continue to let the office know of 
announcements for upcoming events. 
NEW DIRECTORY – Please let the office know of 
any changes to your address, phone number, and 
email for the new 2020 directory.  
ST. MARK’S ONLINE 

 If you would like to receive the weekly 
“Markings”, by email, send your email 
address to the church office 

 Follow St. Mark’s on Facebook  
Visit our webpage www.saintmarks-stl.org 

MORE HOLIDAY AND 
ADVENT EVENTS 

 

The Eden Theological Seminary Choir invites 
you to their concert on Wed. Dec. 4th at 11:40 
am at Wehrli Chapel, 475 E. Lockwood, 63119. 
For more info go to www.eden.edu/events. 

  
Holiday Sale at Grace Episcopal Church in 

Kirkwood   Sat, December 7, 2019, 9 -1 p.m. 
Get ready for loads of cookies, books, jewelry, 
decorations and Christmas cheer to descend 
upon the church as the Women of Grace host 
the 2019 Holiday Sale! This popular event 
supports their outreach projects. 


Live Nativity At Ascension Lutheran Church, 
5347 Donovan Ave. Saturday December 14th  

from 5:30 pm- 9:00 pm 
See the Christmas story come to life with 
carolers, live animals, wise men, shepherds, Mary 
& Joseph, and the baby Jesus. There will be an 
angel choir, Christmas cookies & hot chocolate. 

  
Blue Christmas at Christ Church Cathedral  

Tuesday, December 17 @ 6:00 - 7:00 pm 
A Blue Christmas service is to help persons 
experiencing sadness and loss during the 
holiday season. This quiet, candlelit service of 
readings, prayer and song is designed to 
address the needs of persons with feelings of 
loss caused by death, divorce, illness, 
unemployment or other issues 



TAIZÉ SERVICE - NEW YEAR'S EVE 
5:30 -6:30 P.M. 

Christ Church Cathedral  
The Taizé service blends scripture, silence, 
prayer and contemplative chants. Music under 
the direction of David Sinden, Director of Music 
at St. Peter's Ladue. Concludes with a toast to 
the New Year. All are welcome. Free off street, 
lighted, secure parking is on the south side of 
the cathedral.  
For more Advent events in the Diocese please go 

to www.diocesemo.org 

THE ST. MARK'S PARISH OFFICE IS STILL 
CONTINUING TO HAVE EMAIL ISSUES. We hope to 

be up and running again by Thursday Dec. 5th. 
Our backup email is saintmarksstl@yahoo.com 

and we can be reached there. 
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HOW YOU CAN HELP THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON 
 

DOORWAYS Christmas 
Adopt-A-Family -  
Sign Up in the Parish Hall to help 
bring a Merry Christmas to a 

Doorways family of a mom and three small 
children. Gift suggestions are listed. Unwrapped 
gifts should be brought to St. Mark's by 
December 8th. Donations of gift wrap, bows, and 
cards are also needed. 
 

KASEY PAIGE ASSISTED 
LIVING CHRISTMAS PARTY  
Saturday, December 14th   
Volunteers are needed. We will gather 
here at St. Mark’s in the Proehl 
Conference Room  at 10:00 a.m. to prepare gift 
bags. At noon we will have lunch and then travel 
to Kasey Paige -  setup there will be at 1:30 p.m. 
Party is from 2:00 -3:00 p.m. We sing carols, have 
holiday treats and give out the gift bags. Please 
donate small items such as pens, notepaper, 
stockings, Kleenex, holiday pins, etc. Also 
personal care items in either full size or travel size 
(i.e. toothpaste, tooth brushes, combs, brushes, 
shampoo, emery boards, lotion, etc.) puzzle 
books, gloves, and playing cards. We are 
especially in need of items for men – socks, 
combs, etc.  Food donations are also welcome. 
Flyers with all the details are available at church 
or through a link in the weekly Markings. Box for 
donations is at the back of church. Questions?? 
Chuck Doyle at 314/345-0298. 
 

 
FEED MY PEOPLE 
Please check the back of church for the latest 
suggested shopping list and donation bags. If you 
would like to make a cash/check donation, marked 
envelopes are at the back of church. 
 
HOLIDAY SHOPPING AT 
AMAZON? 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to St 
Marks Episcopal Church whenever you shop on 
AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is the same Amazon 
you know. Same products, same prices, same 
service. Click on the following link to start shopping 
- https://smile.amazon.com/ch/43-6003300.~~  
 
Winter Clothes Drive for Miss 
Carol's Breakfast at Christ 
Church Cathedral 
We are looking for donations of 
gently used Warm Winter Clothes: 
Gloves, Hats, Scarves, Long Sleeve Shirts and Sweat 
Shirts, Coats with or without Hoods, Pants. Packets 
of new white socks will be very helpful. Donation 
Boxes are set up in the rear of the church & in the 
parish hall. What's in your closet? Questions ??? See 
Chuck Doyle 314.345.0298 or 
cjdoyle9051@gmail.com  
 

EPISCOPAL CITY MISSION 
WRAPPING OF THE GIFTS MONDAY DECEMBER 16 
11:00 am to 1:30 pm. Episcopal City Mission's HOLIDAY GIFT WRAPPING PARTY  at 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Webster Groves, MO. Please join the ECM chaplains and 

staff in a rewarding holiday tradition. ECM makes sure that every child we serve in detention and DYS will 
have a gift to open during the holidays. We need volunteers to help us wrap all of the donated items. 
Please R.S.V.P. by December 11th! A light luncheon will be served, so we need an attendance count for 
lunch. To RSVP, Call ECM office at 314-436-3545 or email ecmdirectorstl@gmail.com. 



CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS 

AND THE ST. CECELIA 
MUSIC FUND 

 
I/we enclose our donation of $___________________for  

Christmas Flowers and Greens and/or 
The St. Cecelia Music Fund for St. Mark's Church. 

 
Please list my/our donation as given to the Glory of God and: 

 
In Honor of: _____________________________________________ 
   Or 
In Memory of: ____________________________________________ 
   Or 
In Thanksgiving for: _______________________________________ 
 
By ______________________________________________________ 

(Please write your name as you wish it to appear in the bulletin.) 
 

Contributions to the “Christmas Decorations” will pay for 
decorations for Christmas flowers and greens. Parishioners who 
choose to do so may make a donation to “The St. Cecelia Music 
Fund” to support special music during our services.  
 

Please designate my donation to: 
 Christmas Greens & Flowers 

 The St. Cecelia Music Fund 
 

Please bring this form with your donation to church, or send  
it to the church office by December 22nd. 

PARISH HALL 
During this holiday season the parish hall is in 
use for various parish activities and also rented 
to families and outside groups for their 
festivities. These dates include:  

Tuesday   Dec. 3 rd 
Friday   Dec. 13 th 
Saturday  Dec. 14th   
Sunday   Dec. 15th 

Tuesday   Dec. 17th 
Wednesday Jan. 1st 

 

Please keep this in mind when scheduling meetings or 
work times. 
 

CALLING ALL 2019 PLEDGES 
As the year draws to a close, please be mindful of fulfilling 
your 2019 pledge. If you are able to do so, please send the 
remainder of your pledge as soon as possible. We will be 
closing the books for the year on Tuesday December 31st 
at 11:00 a.m. Also if you have not already filled out a 
pledge card for 2020, please do so as soon as possible. 
There are extras available at the back of church. Or call the 
office and one can be mailed to you. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF ST. MARK’S CHURCH 
Sunday, January 26, 2020 after the 10:00 a.m. service 

Also we will need the reports from leaders of all ministries, 
committees and/or groups. If anyone needs a copy of last years 
reports for reference please let the office know. The easiest way to 
submit reports is to send by email to the parish office at 
parishoffice@saintmarks-stl.org or drop off in the church office.  

 
For the St. Mark’s Calendar, please visit our website 
www.saintmarks-stl.org and click on the calendar tab. 



 9 

Alternative Christmas Shopping 
If you are tired of the commercialism of Christmas or want to make a statement with your gifts of your 
Christian commitment to justice and peace, here are some opportunities to give non-traditional gifts: 
 

 Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD) has a catalog of “Gifts for Life” in a range of prices for 
purposes such as assuring clean water supply in a village in a developing country, providing for child 
nutrition, mosquito netting and anti-malaria medicine and much more. Certificates of your gift are 
provided in exchange for your donation. ERD also packages and sells fair trade “Bishop’s Blend” coffee 
and coffee gift baskets. The ERD website is www.er-d.org. You can also call Episcopal Relief and 
Development to order a catalogue at  Phone: 800-334-7626, ext 5129 

 

 A similar way to make charitable giving fun is by giving to the Heifer Project. They use your 
donations to provide animals to alleviate hunger and help people become self-sufficient. You can give 
something as small as a hive of bees or as large as an ark and they give you attractive acknowledgement 
cards to give to people. Their website is www.heifer.org or you can call for a catalogue: (800) 422-0474. 

 

 The Episcopal Peace Fellowship (EPF) is a national organization connecting all who seek a deliberate 
response to injustice and violence and want to pray, study and take action for justice and peace in our 
communities, our church, and the world. Their online shop includes Christmas Cards and Fair Trade Soap. 
http://epfstore.myshopify.com/ 

 

 A local opportunity for “alternative Christmas shopping” is at Plow Sharing Crafts, a ministry of the 
Mennonite Church which works with disadvantaged crafts people around the world who are paid a fair 
wage for their work. (Plowsharing Crafts is part of Ten Thousand Villages). You can find them online at: 
http://www.plowsharing.org/ Ten Thousand Villages is online at www.tenthousandvillages.com  

 

 Dr. Mark Manary, a Washington University physician and a member of Gethsemane Lutheran 
Church, has started an organization called Project Peanut Butter, a ministry with undernourished children 
in Malawi.  He uses a high nutrient food to stabilize starving children which uses peanut butter (made 
from locally grown peanuts, so the project also supports farming in Malawi) as a base. Donations may be 
sent to: Project Peanut Butter, 7435 Flora, St. Louis, MO 63143.  They also send an attractive thank you 
card if you make a donation in someone’s honor. You can find out more on their website 
www.projectpeanutbutter.org. 

 Karen House, founded in 1977, is a Catholic Worker house of hospitality for homeless women and 
children in north St. Louis.  They offer short-term shelter for 13 homeless women and their children.   
Karen House is run completely by volunteer labor, with donations from people in the St. Louis 
community. At Karen House volunteers, guests, and community members alike find a place where, in the 
words of Peter Maurin “it is easier to be good.” For more information go to 
http://newsite.karenhousecw.org/ 

 Food Outreach provides almost a half of a million meals each year to those people living with 
HIV/AIDS or cancer. By keeping their clients healthy by providing nutritious food they not only give 
them hope that they can live for the day that there are more promising treatments, but also are improving 
the overall health condition of society. For more information  go to http://foodoutreach.org/or call 
314/652-FOOD. 

 

 And of course you can always buy fair trade coffee here at St Mark’s or make a donation to St Mark’s 
or one of its ministries or funds like the Christmas Decorations or St. Cecelia Music fund in honor of 
someone you love. We’ll be happy to send a letter to your friends or family telling that a donation has 
been made in their honor. And don't forget that Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to St Marks by using the link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/43-6003300 


